Name _______________________________________   Date ______________________________  Period ___

2 Year College vs. 4 Year College Research
Writing Assignment: Written Report
You will do research on the pros and cons of attending a 2 year college vs. a 4 year college and then you will write a 3-4 page paper on your findings.  Include statistics from reputable websites.  Include your opinion about which choice is best for you and why.  Optional:  You may also include a few quotes from students you know who attend either a 2 year or 4 year college.  The written report must be typed and in MLA format and include parenthetical citations and a works cited page with at least three sources.  The purpose of this project is to give you practice: a) doing research and b) presenting to the class. See the scoring guide on page 2.
Oral Report
Once you have finished writing your report, you will begin preparing for an oral presentation with a visual aid. Your visual aid may be a poster, an original movie, a PowerPoint presentation, etc. If you choose to make a movie, this will count as your oral report.  The movie should be at least 2-3 minutes long and cover the content that you wrote in your written report.   If you choose not to do a movie, you are expected to prepare and present a 2-3 minute oral report on your research.  You will need to prepare a set of flash cards with notes on them to help guide your speech.  Be prepared!  You will be called on randomly to present. Visit this website for tips on giving a speech: http://www.howcast.com/en/videos/2394-How-To-Speak-in-Public  See the scoring guide on page 2.
Due Dates:

A typed final draft of your research report is due in class on ________________________.  
Oral reports will begin on ______________________.
Scoring Guides
	Research Report Grade Based On:
	Possible Points

	Content

· Written report is 3-4 pages long

· Report clearly indicates the pros and cons of 2 year and 4 year colleges
· Includes statistics

· Includes your opinion of the best choice for you
	60

	Parenthetical Citations
· Sources are properly cited according to MLA format
· At least three (3) sources are cited
	20

	Works Cited Page

· At least three (3) sources are listed

· Works cited page follows MLA format  
	20

	Total


	100


	Oral Report Grade Based On:

	Possible Points

	Complete set of Fact Cards filled out and brought to class on the day of the oral presentation
	10


	Presentation Style

· makes eye contact with entire audience

· uses Fact Cards to guide presentation without simply reading cards

· speaks loudly, clearly, and with enthusiasm 
	40

	Content

· presents the content from the Fact Cards
· presentation is about 2-3 minutes long
	30

	Visual Aid

· Visual aid is large enough to see

· Visual aid enhances presentation 
	20

	Total


	100



Parenthetical Citation for Books
There is no punctuation between the author's name and the page number(s).  The period in the sentence goes after the parenthesis.
Example: 
“Going to a four-year institution right out of high school can make the difference between graduating with a college 

degree or not graduating a college degree” (Sims 22). 


Parenthetical Citations for Internet
Because Internet sources typically have no page or paragraph numbers, cite the author's name whenever possible or use the source's title (or a shortened version of the title). 
Example: 
A community college can be the answer for students who cannot afford the cost of a 4 year college 

(Pros & Cons of 2 Year Colleges). 
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A Clear Choice





	     	Choosing the right college may be one of the most important decisions a student can make.  With





	all the choices out there, the process of choosing can be challenging.  2 year and 4 year colleges both offer 





students various options for higher education.  With all the options out there, “students should weigh the





pros and cons of each to determine which choice is best for them” (The Pros and Cons of 2 Year Colleges).
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